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PAGE 01 PESHAW 00046 270551Z 

ACTION SCS-05 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SCA-01 L-03 DHA-02 H-02 
/024 W 

093902 270552Z/17 

R 270507Z JUN 77 
FM AMCONSUL PESHAWAR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 351 
INFO AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 

UNCLAS PESHAWAR 0046 

FOR SCS. 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CARR 

SUB J : LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO AMERICANS ARRESTED 
ABROAD 

REF: STATE 147704 

RESPONSE TO REFTEL AS BELOW: 

A. JUDGES CAN AND DO ASSIGN "PUBLIC DEFENDER" CASES OF 

INDIGENT DEFENDANTS TO ANY MEMBER OF LOCAL BAR. AVAILABLE TO ALL, 

IN PRINCIPLE. 

B. YES, BUT POST EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN THAT IT IS SELDOM USED 
BY U.S. NATIONALS. LOCAL LAWYERS APPARENTLY EAGER TO TAKE 
CASES ON PROMISE OF LATER PAYMENT OF WHAT ARE USUALLY VERY LOW 
FEES. 

C. PROBABLY LOWER, AS SYSTEM SEEMS TO OPERATE MUCH AS SIMILAR 
ARRANGEMENTS OPERATE IN UNITED STATES, WITH CASES BEING 
ASSIGNED MOSTLY TO YOUNGER, LESS EXPERIENCED LAWYERS HANGING 
AROUND THE COURT WITHOUT MUCH BUSINESS WHILE MORE EXPERIENCED 
AND SUCCESSFUL LAWYERS USUALLY GET SYMPATHETIC HEARING FROM 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PESHAW 00046 27055 1Z 

JUDGE WHEN EXPLAINING WHY THEY CAN T TAKE ON A PARTICULAR 
CASE. 
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